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higher in favour than Churchill, who must have greatly
desired the comfortable office of the Ordnance. However,
John wrote him a handsome and characteristic letter upon his
appointment:
I see by youts to the Duke that came this clay that you arc now
Master of the Ordnance. I do not doubt but you are satisfied
that I am glad of it, and I do assure you that I wish that you may
live long to enjoy it, and as I wish you as well as any friend you
have, so I will take the liberty to tell you that you will not be just
to your family if you do not now order your affairs so as that
you may by living within yourself be able in time to clear your
estates, I will say no more on this subject at present but when
we meet you must expect me to be troublesome if 1 find you
prefer your own living before your children's good.1
He signs himself " your affectionate kinsman and faithful
friend and servant." We shall follow Legge's tragic fortunes
as Lord Dartmouth later.
Churchill, apart from his aversion from cruelties of all
kinds, was now placed in a most difliciilt and delicate position,
James relied on him to make every effort to secure his return
to Court, and to support his claims against Monmouth and
the Exclusionists ; while, on the other hand, Churchill's
powerful friends in London, Sunderland, Halifax, Godolphin,
and Hyde, told him to keep James in Scotland at all costs,
On December 22, 1680, Sunderland wrote to him, " I must
join with [Hyde] in desiring you to help in persuading the
Duke that whatever appears ungrateful to him in these letters
is intended the kindlyest by the King." 2 Yet a month later
(January 22, 1681) Churchill arrived in London on a confi-
dential mission from James to press the King not to allow
Parliament to sit, and to enter into an alliance with France
and thus obtain his return,3 Amid these conflicting currents
no man was more capable of steering a shrewd and sensible
course. He carried out his instructions from James with
proper diligence and discretion ; but, on the other hand, his
1  January 5, 1681.    Dartmouth Papers, H.M.C., xi, Appendix V, 55-56.
2  Sunderland to Churchill, Blenheim MSS.
8 Clarke, Jams II, pp. 659-660.
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